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A P-3 Orion, flown by
Combat Aircrew Two from
Patrol Squadron Nine, visited
the Philippines to conduct
training exercises with the
Philippine military in support
of BALIKATAN 2000.  The ex-
ercises focused on coordinated
operations between the
Philippine Navy and U.S.
Navy in an effort to improve
proficiency in communications
between surface and airborne
assets.  

As well as conducting train-
ing missions, VP-9 was proud
to be the first U.S. asset in
Manila to provide relief to the
victims of the recent Mayon
volcano eruption.  The erup-
tion occurred in the south-
eastern region of the
Philippines and left many
families homeless and without
the basic necessities of life.

This trip to the Philippines
was a special one for many
Filipino-Americans who were
able to return to Manila after
leaving many years ago.
Among the Filipinos on board
the P-3 was the Commanding
Officer of Patrol Squadron 9,
Cmdr. Earl Hampton.
Hampton was born in
Olongapo and lived in the
Philippines for much of his
early life. 

He was excited to revisit his
birthplace and to be reunited
with family and friends.
Hampton said, “It was special
to return to the Philippines
and see some people whom I
haven’t seen in years.  The
Mayon eruption was a tragedy
and really hit home me as well
as many other Filipinos in the
squadron.  It was a moving ex-
perience to be able to return to
the Philippines under these
circumstances and give some-
thing back to those truly in

need.”
Eight other Filipino-

Americans were on the flight
to Manila and were able to re-
unite with loved ones.  Petty
Officer 2nd Class Jeannie
Quidachay was reunited with
cousins and the nanny who
helped raise her after not see-
ing them for nearly 23 years.
Petty Officer 3rd Class
Anthony Galicia was reunited
with his wife, “I hadn’t seen
her in months and was very
happy to get the opportunity
to visit her while on deploy-
ment.”

The aircrew of the P-3, com-
manded by Lt. Reid Milligan,
enjoyed their training with the
Philippine military.  Tactical
coordinator, Lt. Mario Salinas,
and Navigator, Lt.j.g. Phillip
Rogerson agreed that the ex-
ercise was a huge success with
most of the advances made in
communications. Rogerson
said, “The communications
were awkward at first, but got
smoother as the exercise pro-
gressed.  I think all the plat-
forms involved were happy
with the progress that was
made.”

As well as working on com-
munications, VP-9 had the op-
portunity to give presenta-
tions on Search and Rescue

tactics.  Following the presen-
tation, Crew Two flew a suc-
cessful Search and Rescue ex-
ercise in coordination with a
Philippine vessel simulating
distress.  Hampton comment-
ed on the flight, “VP-9 has
saved six lives in three months
doing real world search and
rescue.  We were pleased to
display our techniques for
such an important mission.”

VP-9’s successful visit to the
Philippines was a learning ex-
perience for everyone in-
volved.  The squadron’s arrival
in the Philippines during such
a natural disaster as a volcano
eruption was fortunate for
everyone involved.  Not only
did the squadron arrive with
boxes of relief for the victims
of the volcano, but they were
also able to share some of their
experiences with saving lives
in the event of a search and
rescue.  

The P-3’s In-flight
Technician, Aviation
Technician 2nd  Class
Matthew Monczynski said,
“This is a trip I will not forget.
I enjoyed experiencing the
Filipino culture and was glad
that we were able to help the
people who were left homeless
by the volcano.”

USS Lake Erie  (CG 70) was re-
cently awarded the Battle
Efficiency Award by Cruiser
Destroyer Group One for sus-
tained superior performance in all
warfare areas throughout
Intermediate and Advanced Battle
Group Exercises and deployment
to the Western Pacific, Indian
Ocean, and Arabian Gulf.  

The Battle Efficiency Award is a
competitive award that recognizes
the best ship in a squadron or
group and includes demonstrated
excellence in day-to-day perfor-
mance in addition to superior
achievement during certifications
and qualifications conducted dur-
ing the competitive period. 

Lake Erie returned from a six-
month deployment with the
Constellation Battle Group in
December 1999.  During the de-
ployment the ship conducted suc-
cessful Maritime Intercept
Operations (MIO) as the MIO On-
scene Commander, which led to
the capture of five coastal tankers
and six cargo dhows smuggling
diesel oil and dates through the
Northern Arabian Gulf.  In addi-
tion, Lake Erie acted as Arabian
Gulf Air Defense Commander dur-
ing operation GUNSMOKE, a ma-
jor air strike in support of U.N.
sanctions against Iraq.  

One of the secrets to the ship’s
operational success was her inno-
vative “Blue-Gold” watch organi-
zation. Traditionally, US Navy
ships underway have operated in
a rotating watch organization
which, when combined with spe-
cial evolutions such as Underway
Replenishment and Flight
Quarters, did not allow for either
a set work routine or an adequate
block of time for crew rest.  In
Lake Erie a new watchstanding
organization, called “Blue-Gold,”

divides the offi-
cers and crew in-
to two equal
teams.  During a
12-hour shift, one
team is “on-duty”
and is responsi-
ble for the daily
routine of the
ship, standing all
the watches and
carrying out all
special evolutions
short of general
quarters.  The off
duty section is
free for 12 hours
and can use the
time to e-mail,
work out, study
for personal and
professional ad-
vancement, or
sleep.   “Before
Blue-Gold, there
were times we
were working
more than twen-
ty-four hour
days...going from
doing daily main-
tenance, to man-
ning flight quar-
ters, to doing an
underway replen-
ishment, to
standing a
watch,” said
Boatswain’s Mate
1st Class (SW)
Clifford Holt, sta-
tioned aboard
Lake Erie. “Now,
in Blue-Gold, the
crew is better trained because we
do have two, completely qualified
teams for every evolution and peo-
ple are better rested for watches
and special evolutions, so perfor-
mance and operational readiness
are higher.” 

Lake Erie also has been a pio-
neer in the area of Theater

Ballistic Missile Defense (TBMD).
As the first ship to deploy with the
Navy’s prototype LINEBACKER
TBMD system, Lake Erie con-
tributed significantly to the Navy
TBMD Program by exercising the
system at sea in the most stress-
ing environments.  In addition,
prior to deployment, Lake Erie
participated in two live ballistic

missile tracking events that have
contributed significantly to the
development of an operational
Sea-based Ballistic Missile
Defense system.  Lake Erie re-
cently was selected to serve as the
Navy’s TBMD test ship.

Lake Erie is proud to be the re-
cipient of the Battle Efficiency
Award for Cruiser Destroyer

Group One for 1999.  Rear
Admiral John W. Townes III,
Commander of Naval Surface
Group, Middle Pacific, “extended
[his] personal congratulations.”
“It is no secret that for a ship to
achieve this level of efficiency,
each and every crewmember must
contribute. You are the best of the
best.  Keep up the great work.”

USS Lake Erie wins the Battle Efficiency Award 

VP-9 reunites families, brings relief
from a natural disaster to Manila
By Lt.j.g. Todd Copeland
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USS Lake Erie (CG 70) was recently awarded the Battle Efficiency Award by Cruiser Destroyer Group One. The Battle Efficiency
Award is a competitive award that recognizes the best ship in a squadron or group and includes demonstrated excellence in day-to-
day performance in addition to superior achievement during certifications and qualifications conducted during the competitive peri-
od. 
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USS Olympia (SSN 717), a fast-attack
submarine based out of Pearl Harbor,

Hawaii, held a change of command ceremo-
ny recently as Cmdr. Robert Brennan re-
lieved Cmdr. James Burke. 

Guest speaker at the ceremony was Capt.
Jeff Fowler, Commander Submarine
Squadron Three. Olympia returned from its
most recent deployment  in mid-December
as a part of the USS Constellation (CV-64)
Carrier Battle Group.

“Olympia brought her impressive nuclear-
powered, fast attack warfighting capabili-
ties to the Constellation Battle Group with
unprecedented success,” said Fowler. 

“Olympia was the first submarine to be

fully under the control of the carrier battle
group while conducting missions of great im-
portance to the United States. Olympia was
also under the control of the Battle Group
when she conducted the first Advanced
Capability heavyweight torpedo exercise in
the Arabian Gulf,” added Fowler.

“[Burke] established critical ties that will
last long past his time in command,” said
Rear Adm. Al Konetzni, Commander
Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

According to Burke, “Being a commanding
officer on one of these fine ships is undeni-
ably the best job in the Navy.  

“This ship is a technological marvel, and
it takes the finest people in our nation to op-
erate it. It’s a special individual that accepts
the challenge to go to sea on a submarine,”
added Burke, the Monett, MO. native. 

USS Olympia, which is 360 feet in length
and displaces over 6,900 tons when sub-
merged, has a crew of 130 men.Olympia is
the 29th Los Angeles-class submarine and
was commissioned in November of 1984. The
submarine is a member of Submarine
Squadron Three based out of Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii and is the second U.S. Navy vessel
to bear the name.

By  JO3 McClain Shewman
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That’s entertainment!
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USS Salvor (ARS 52) crewmembers were recently treated to a lunch-time, song and dance
performance by performing arts students from Eastlake High School’s Center stage Show
Choir.  


